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Salthill Promenade. 

The title given to this photo by the author is “Salthill and Galway Bay, Galway (506276)”. 

The original photo is slightly wider to the left and to the right 
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ANNUAL PLANNING CONFERENCE 2025  
 

 
 
 

Planning’s Past Achievements & Future Opportunities 

 
Irish Planning Institute 50th Anniversary Conference 

 
 

2025 marks the 50th Anniversary of the Irish Planning Institute and this year’s annual 
planning conference in Galway will look back at 50 years of best practice while 
considering the role of planning and professional planners into the future 
 
 
Programme of the conference 
 
 

https://ipi.ie/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/IPI-Annual-Conference_Prog-2025-v5.pdf


 

 

 
 
 
 

General Assembly Work Agenda 
Saturday, 12 April 2025  

The meeting will start at 8:30 hours Irish Summer Time (= 09:30 CEST) 
Venue: Salthill Hotel 

Address:  The Promenade, Salthill, Co. Galway H91 DD4V - Eire 

 
Link : 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85422289882?pwd=cPUcvZTxbBcy7M6gTI5Ja6HA4a4QmA.1  

 
Meeting ID: 854 2228 9882 – Password: 488230 

 

Initials used in the table: 
CG Chantal Guillet, SFU (France), Administrator 
CS Claire Stafford, RTPI (UK) 

CV Catherine Vilquin, CUB (Belgium), Administrator 
GV Gerhard Vittinghoff, BAIK (Austria), Treasurer 
HvdK Henk van der Kamp, IPI (Ireland), Secretary General 
JA Janet Askew, RTPI (UK), Vice President 
JS Joris Scheers, VRP (Belgium) 

KH Kent Geirmund Dagsland Håkull, FKP (Norway), Administrator 
LC Lidiia Chyzhevska 
LT Loukas Triantis, SEPOX (Greece) 
MB Martin Baloga, ZUUPS (Slovakia), Young Planners Chair 
MH Markus Hedorfer, ASSURB (Italy), President 
RB Richard Blyth, RTPI (UK) 
VG Vincent Goodstadt, RTPI (UK) 

VRi Virginie Rippinger, OPQU (France) 
TF Tiberiu Florescu, RUR (Romania) 
 
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85422289882?pwd=cPUcvZTxbBcy7M6gTI5Ja6HA4a4QmA.1
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AGENDA ITEM PERSON DOCS 

PART I: ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS   

1 Welcome to Galway and to the General Assembly of the ECTP-
CEU 

MH  

2 Apologies for absence MH  

3 Minutes of General Assembly in Bilbao HvdK Yes 

4 Matters arising out of minutes   

5 Report on ExCo activities since Autumn 2024  HvdK Yes 

6 Finance    

6.1 Approval of the 2024 accounts 

6.2 Financial situation at 31/03/2025 

GV 

GV 

Yes 

Yes 

7 Membership applications 

7.1 Signature of MoU with Zhejiang University 

 

HvdK 

 

Yes 

8 Planning representations 

8.1 EU Territorial Agenda (NTCCP) and UDG 

8.2 Council of Europe (CDDPP and CDDG) 

8.3 UN Habitat Professional Forum (HPF) 

8.4 Davos Baukultur Alliance 

 

JS 

KH 

VRi/VG 

JA/MH 

 

Verbal 

Yes 

Yes 

Verbal 

9 ExCo Presentations & Elections HvdK Yes 

10 General Assemblies   

10.1 Autumn General Assembly 2025 CV Yes 

10.2 13th European Planning Awards 2025 GV Yes 

10.3 15th Young Planners 2025 Workshop 

10.4 GAs and 15th Biennale in 2026 

MB 

MH 

Yes 

Verbal 

11 EU Directive on Professional Services in the Build and Natural 
Environment 

JA/MH Yes 

12 Working Groups   

12.1 New website CV Verbal 

12.2 Value for Money MB Yes 

12.3 Restart Ukraine / Ukraine Initiatives MH/LC Verbal 

12.4 Professional Characterisation and Recognition HvdK Verbal 

13 Any Other Business: please notify Secretariat in advance or the president at the 
start of the meeting 

LUNCH BREAK  



 

 

AGENDA ITEM PERSON DOCS 

PART II: ECTP-CEU POLICY AND PROJECTS   

14 Announcement of the New ExCo HvdK No 

15 Planning in Practice 

15.1 Compulsory Biodiversity Net Gain in England one year on 

15.2 Restoring Land to Nature: Strategic Approaches and 
Implementation in the Bucharest Dynamic Masterplan 

15.3 Land development as a potential factor of vulnerability, 
land restoration, and spatial planning challenges 

CV / MB 

RB/CS 

TF 

LT 

 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Friday 11 April 2025 at 19.45: Official dinner 
Salthill Hotel 

The Promenade 
Salthill, Co. Galway H91 DD4V -Ireland 

 
 

Saturday 12 April 2025 at 19.45: Non-official dinner 
McSwiggans Restaurant 

3, Eyre Street, Wood Quay 
Galway H91 X0KX - Ireland 
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION 

 
Entering Ireland means that there are a minimum number of administrative details to consider 
if you want to pass through the checks without any problems. That's why we recommend that 
you check that you're in order a few months before you leave, to avoid any unforeseen 
problems and to be able to redo your papers in the event of administrative problems... 
 
Generally speaking, the documents you need to present to the authorities when travelling to 
Ireland will depend on your nationality. You will have the choice of presenting: 

• a passport 

• an identity card 

• or a visa (depending on the country concerned). 
For EU nationals 

• Valid passport or identity card 

• National identity card 
If you're a citizen of the European Union (EU) or the European Economic Area (EEA), you're in 
luck! You can use your national identity card to travel in the Republic of Ireland. This means 
that whether you are French, German, Spanish, Italian or a national of another EU/EEA 
Member State, you can cross the Irish border with ease using your identity card. 
 
If you are a citizen of the European Union, your national identity card is all you need to visit the 
Republic of Ireland. It will allow you to enter the country without any problems, and you won't 
need a passport or visa. 
 
Make sure, however, that the card is correct, valid and not out of date. 
 
For other countries 
A passport or visa depending on your nationality 
Whether you need a visa to enter Ireland depends above all on your nationality. Some 
countries only require a passport, while others require a visa to enter Ireland. 
To find out what your situation is, visit the website of the Irish Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade. It lists the countries whose nationals do not need a visa to enter Ireland. 
If your country is not on this list, don't panic simply contact your local Irish embassy or 
consulate to find out about visa requirements. 

 

Getting to Galway 
There are two options: you can fly into Dublin Airport or Shannon Airport  

 

a) Getting to Galway from Dublin Airport 
Citylink operates a bus from Dublin Airport Zone 11 to Galway, Bus station. 

https://www.dfa.ie/
https://www.dfa.ie/


 

 

Tickets cost 15-25,-€ and the journey takes approximately 3 hours. Alternatively, Irish Rail 
operates a train from Dublin Heuston to Galway every 3 hours. Tickets cost 17-16€ and the 
journey takes approx. 2h30 min. 

 

b) Getting to Galway from Shannon Airport 
From Shannon Airport you can get an Expressway bus to Galway (takes less than 2 hours).  However, if 
your flight gets in very early in the morning you could be hanging around for the first bus until 7:55 am 
(you should check the timetable on the Expressway website when scheduling flights). 

 
 

Getting from Galway City to Salthill Hotel 
 
By bus 
A number of buses regularly go to and from the Salthill Hotel. If you will arrive in Galway via 
train or bus, you can get the 401 bus nearby (go left when you leave the station and the stop is 
on the corner, close to the Eyre Square Centre) and take it to Salthill Park.  
You can also take the 401 bus from the Spanish Arch. 
From the Salthill Park stop, it’s just a 5-10 minute walk along the prom to the hotel. 
 
You can also get the 402 bus from Galway Cathedral to Kingston Road but this is a slightly 
longer walk to the hotel (13-15 minutes) and sadly you won’t get to enjoy the beautiful prom 
views. 
If you’re looking to go into the city centre during your stay, you can get the 401 bus from just 
outside the hotel. 

 
 
By Taxi 
There are a number of taxi ranks located close to both the Train Station and Bus station in 
Galway City. 
A taxi directly to the hotel should take 15-20 minutes. 
Fares: To avoid unpleasant surprises, always ask for the fare in advance... The fare is usually 
calculated per kilometre, but some taxis may offer ready-made formulas, depending on the 
distances requested...  

 
 

What can you expect? 
Salthill is an ultra-touristy coastal area of Galway, renowned for its beach, swimming area and 
2km long promenade, commonly known as ‘The Prom’. If you like seaside resort towns, then 
you've come to the right place: Salthill is a cool and trendy place, perfect for enjoying the 
ocean, tasting a good seafood dish, while soaking up the sun and the summer atmosphere! 
 
Visit Salthill in Galway: A district that smells of holidays! 
If you're a fan of the pretty seafront, with all its restaurants, ice-cream parlours, shops and Irish 
pubs, then Salthill is the place for you! This area of Galway is always bustling with coastal 
activities, all dictated by the weather and the moods of the ocean. 
 
The area teeming with daring restaurants and cosy, comfortable hotels with sea views. 
Don't miss the Blackrock Diving Tower, a great spot for a swim in the open sea. Not far away is 
Micil Distillery, an Irish whiskey distillery, which offers a guided tour to help you discover the 
secrets of Irish distillation! 
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Finally, don't forget to round off your visit with a stroll along the Salthill Promenade, a 2km 
pedestrian walkway running alongside the ocean and offering a breath of fresh air! 

 

Accommodation 
 
 
Salthill 
 
Salthill Hotel (IPI Conference and ECTP-CEU GA Venue) 
 
The Galway Bay Hotel is located 300m (5 minutes’ walk) from the venue 
 
 
Galway City 
 
Clybaun hotel is located 3km distance from the venue (7 minutes taxi) 
 
Wards Hotel is located 2km distance from the venue (5 minutes taxi) 
 
Seashore Lodge Guesthouse is located 1.7km distance from the venue (4 minutes taxi) 
 
Westwinds Guestlodge is located 1.8km distance from the venue (5 minutes taxi) 
 
Dun Aoibhinn Guest Accomodation is located 2.6km distance from the venue (7 minutes taxi) 

 
 

Culture in Ireland 
 
In Ireland, Irish culture is experienced on a daily basis, discovered, tasted, touched, admired, 
appreciated and expressed to the rhythm of the seasons, nature, the sea and its great historical 
events! More than an identity, it's a heritage that must be preserved and passed on to future 
generations... 
 
A precious heritage that coexists with modern Irish society 
Folklore, festivals, the Gaelic language, gastronomy, music, history, art... Irish culture is rich and 
colourful, and its universal appeal attracts millions of tourists every year who come to learn 
about the Irish way of life. 
 
It's a culture that skilfully combines humour, tradition and a duty to remember its complex 
history, often exposed to religion, conflict, poverty and war. 
As for their music, it knows how to touch everyone's heart, with its inspired tunes and 
traditional instruments. The lyrics, on the other hand, are often sad and joyful, and bear 
witness to the humour and depth of the Irish soul... 
 
Here, then, is a glimpse of what has helped build the identity of Irish culture. A culture to be 
discovered and appreciated with subtlety! 
 
Irish gastronomy is a cuisine of contrasts, combining tradition and modernity! Dishes that are 
both simple and refined, constantly being reinvented and supported by exceptional local 
produce! 

https://www.salthillhotel.com/?utm_source=mybusiness&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=Google%20My%20Business
https://rockbarton-park.hotels-galwaycounty.net/fr/
https://www.clybaunhotel.ie/
https://www.wardshotelsalthill.com/
https://www.seashorelodge.net/
https://westwindsguestlodge.com/
https://dun-aoibhinn-house-bb.1stgalwayhotels.com/en/


 

 

 
 

Climate 
 
Galway is one of Ireland's top destinations! Located at the gateway to Connemara, it offers 
countless activities and attractions of all kinds, as well as warm and friendly Irish pubs and 
restaurants! 
 
But when to go to Galway? The city has its own ideal periods, so it's best to get to know them 
before you go. Because the Irish climate is rather changeable and capricious, even in summer! 
So it's best to plan ahead and choose the sunniest dates! 
 
The weather in Galway: An ever-changing climate! 
The weather in Galway is similar to that in most parts of Ireland: changeable and irregular! 
There's a famous local saying that you can see all 4 seasons in a single day! Which is to say that 
daily life is not always the same! 
 
But rest assured, although it's not uncommon to experience a few showers and gales, Galway is 
a pleasant city that also has its periods of warmth and sunshine. But be warned: it can be hot in 
Galway, but it's never sweltering: the city rarely exceeds 24°C... even at the height of summer! 
Spring: 
Spring in Galway can be quite pleasant: although it can be very cold in the morning, 
temperatures ease in the afternoon and can reach 12°C. 
 
Note, however, that there are still plenty of rainy days, so you'll need to bring rainwear, a 
jumper and suitable footwear! 

 
 

Currency in the Republic of Ireland 
 

The currency: the Euro 
The Republic of Ireland uses the Euro as its currency. So there's no need to change your money 
at the airport if you come from a European country that uses this currency. 
 
This zone uses banknotes of €5, €10, €20, €50, €100, €200 and €500, as well as coins of €1, €2, 
50cts, 20cts, 10cts, 5cts, 2cts and 1cts. 
Credit cards are also widely accepted in the Republic of Ireland. Make sure that your credit card 
is an international card, otherwise you won't be able to withdraw any cash. VISA, Mastercard 
or American Express cards guarantee that you will be able to make purchases in foreign 
countries. Don't hesitate to check with your bank beforehand. 
 
Most shops accept these types of payment from €10 upwards, and there are plenty of cash 
dispensers in town (fewer in the countryside). 
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ECTP-CEU 

European Council of Spatial Planners – Conseil Européen des Urbanistes  

c/o Hive5  

30B, Cours Saint-Michel – Sint Michielswarande, 30B 

B-1040 Bruxelles / B-1040 Brussel 

T +32 (0) 470 350 432 

E    secretariat@ectp-ceu.eu 

https://www.ectp-ceu.eu 

Published on 10 April 2025 

mailto:secretariat@ectp-ceu.eu
http://www.ectp-ceu.eu/

